The possession of the neighbouring buildings was
disputed for several days, but at last the enemy were
driven out of a mosque from which they had been
harassing the outlying pickets, and the position was
consolidated. They were not long in attacking
Lockhart's post, where they sprung a mine which
did little damage to the defences but caused the
death of one of the garrison in the countermine.
This death should not have occurred: the men on
duty knew that the enemy were at work and ob-
served the smoke from the train immediately before
the explosion, but instead of leaving the counter-
mine at once they sent a message to the officer in
charge and stayed where they were.
Now that the perimeter had been so widely ex-
tended it was not quite so difficult for the Indian
runners to make their way to the Alambagh and
back with despatches rolled up in quills or bamboo
sticks, and once they had got so far the rest of
the way to Cawnpore was comparatively safe. AH
communication with the Governor General and the
Commander-in-Chief was carried 011 through Captain
Bruce. Outram was still anxious about the garrison of
the Alambagh. who would soon be in straits for
provisions, and on the 7th October he wrote to
Major Mclntyre: '. . . Bhowanee Been, the bearer,
a pensioned zemindar [landholder] will do his best
to procure you supplies, but arrange with him to
introduce what he gets in such a way as to make it
appear that you looted his carts on passing near your
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